WHO SPEAKS FOR ROSCOE WHITE ? 

In early July, 1990 I was having lunch at a Dallas 
restaurant with Bud Fensterwald of the Assassination Archives and 
Research Center of Washington* D.C. * retired Dallas police 
officer Jim Leavelle* Gary Shaw and Larry Howard of the JFK 
Assassination Information Center of Dallas* and Baltimore 
researcher* Gus Russo. During that lunch* Bud looked at me and 
said*" In a few weeks you and Gus will need new avocations." Cl) 
As Gus and I returned to my house* we reviewed what we had heard 
and learned. We became convinced the JFK Center and AARC had 
the Kennedy case solved. 

On August 6* 1990 I was invited to a press conference in 
Dallas. The conference was sponsored by the JFK Center and the 
AARC. At this conference* a young man* Ricky Don White* announced 
that his late father, Roscoe Anthony White* was the "Grassy 
Knoll” assassin. 

The opening remarks by Bud Fensterwald CAARC) left me 
somewhat puzzled. He stated that this was neither the JFK 
Center's nor the AARC's story* but Ricky White's story. He 
explained that if the "information. . .checks out upon further 
investigation” C2) *we would have additional insight into "the 
crime of 'the century". I expected they would announce the 
'/solution:. ■ 

After the press conference* I spoke to Ricky with respect to 
statements he made about his father’s shooting of fellow police 
officer* J.D. Tippit. Ricky's scenario was too pat and seemed to 
resolve every question related to the Tippit incident. I sensed 
potential problems. Two days later* I volunteered my services 
(I'm an ex-worker's compensation insurance claims investigator. 
Texas License # 000-12-6679) to the JFK Center. My resume was 
reviewed and accepted by Gary Shaw. I set to work. 

Within weeks I was having difficulty in verifying any of 
Ricky's statements with factual information. I spent enormous 
amounts of time in the Dallas library* courthouse and records 
building. My photocopy* fax and phone bills went sky high. 

By January* 1991 I had spoken with thirty-six individuals* 
six of whom personally knew Roscoe White. I had written reports 
and developed enough information on the case to fill a two drawer 
file cabinet* traveled over six hundred miles conducting 
interviews* lost friends* made new ones and in the end discovered 
that some researchers are researchers in name only. 

I presumed the reseacher's duty was to accumulate factual 
evidence and with that evidence reach a conclusion. In the case 
at hand* I found the conclusion* Roscoe White was the assassin* 
immediately taken for granted. If facts not supporting that 
conclusion were brought to light* trouble ensued. On one 
occasion* after I indicated that statements made by Ricky 
c oncer ing Roscoe' s death could not be verified* Gary Shaw * of 
the JFK Center* told me* "Stop looking at the peanut and start 
looking at the shell." (3) That clearly reminded me of the 
famous* "...* we are supposed to be closing doors* not opening 
them " remark. (4) 




Another researcher asked what he probably thought was a 
rhetorical question. "Why would anyone want to do this to Roscoe 
White ?" The simple answer, once I found out about the book and 
movie deals, "To make money ! ” 

This "story" was not easy to follow. However, there is a 
common thread. Each part is similar to a building block. Those 
blocks should have been- fully verified. I found this was not the 
case. In the end, the exagerated and unproven remarks piled up 
upon one another and the whole scenario collapsed. 

Why then do I continue to work on this case ? For two 
reasons. First, there still might be something there. There are 
several interesting coincidences: 

* White and Oswald traveled on the same ship. The U.S. S. 
Bexar . 



* White was a member of the Dallas Police Department on 
November 22, 1963. 

* The third Oswald backyard photograph (CE-133 C) was in the 
possession of Roscoe White's wife, Geneva. 

However, finding tangible links becomes more and more 
remote. 

Secondly. Because of an interview with one of Roscoe White's 
closest friends. They worked together at M & M Equipment Company, 
the location where Roscoe received his fatal burns. He was a 
pallbearer at White's funeral. 

"They are treating him the way they claim the government 
treated Oswald. Roscoe is dead and can't defend himself. Who 
speaks for Roscoe ?" (5) 

For now, I guess it will be me. 

What follows are five monographs and comments. Each 

monograph represents a major "building block" of the story. I 
report what I discovered during my investigations. The 
conclusions are my own. As a reseacher, I am willing to modify my 
conclusions when faced with factual information which contradicts 
that discovered. What you are about to read represents a small 
part of the total investigative "package". 



Thanks to the following for their help and/or support : 

Gary Mack, Edward Epstein, Mary Ferrell, Paul 
Hoch, Jim Marrs, Gus Russo, Harold Weisberg and 
several anonymous individuals who provided me 
with some interesting source materials. 




Foot not mi 



<1> El Fenix luncheon, July 11, 1990. 

<2> Ricky White Press Conference audio tape, August S, 
1990. 

( 3 ) Ricky White Seminar, JFK Assassination Information 
Center and Robert Dorff, September 1, 1990. 

(4) J. Lee Rankin to Wesley Liebel er concerning Odio 
testimony. 

<5> Interview with Roscoe White associate, October 15, 
1990. 




With respect to tha Oswald/White photo Ricky claimed to 
possess. At firat I thought it waa a copy of tha John Marc kx 
photograph that appaara in Edward Epat sin's "Legend " . (8) 
Howavar , additional investigation shows tha photo in question to 
ba copied from tha November 28, 1988 issue of "Tima" 
magazina. <9) Another version of tha Marckx photo, cropped 
differently, appaara in "Life" magazine. (10) 



Cone lua ion i 

Oswald and White did serve in tha Marinas. They both 
traveled to Japan on tha U.S.S. Bexar. They ware assigned to 
different units and had different vocations. White was never 
stationed at Ataugi. Oswald had at least a " Con fi dental " security 
clearance. (11) I can find no record of White having any security 
clearance. 





The "NEW TIMES” article, written within a year of the 
ad®,, is probably the closest to actual events. 

Footnotes: 

(1) JFK Assassination Information Center, RICKY WHITE'S 
CHRONOLOGY OF HIS STORY, August 1990, Pg. 1. 

C2> Gary Cartwright, ”1 WAS MANDARIN...", Texas Monthly, 
XVIII (December 1990) , 166. 

Robert Sam Anson, "THE INCRIMINATING PHOTOS: A DEEPING 
MYSTERY", New Times, (March 19, 1976), 27. 



( 3 ) 






Additional notes and o 



What follows are common 
the White case. I include th< 
doc umen t at ion. 

CA> Who is Matsu ? 



relationship to 
unsupported by 



md f Texas oil men who became 
being approached by Ricky and 

Texas on January 25, 1989. The 



he Island of Matsu, off Taiwan. C2) 
irject covered in the Kennedy /Nixon 
Andy's "research efforts". (3) 



interested in the White 
Ricky's friend, Andy Bdi 

Matsu was incorpc 
agent of record was Jacl 

Matsu takes its nan 
Handling of the island t 
debates. Matsu funded Ri 

CB> Who is Andy Burke ? 

Andy worked with Ricky in West Texas for Orkin Pest Control, 
"j " d # ?? ck y ” orked on the White investigation. At some point, 
Ricky felt Andy was looting the story". Matsu bought out Burke 
for an undisclosed amount, of mditey. €4) 

CO Who is "Bill X" ? 

"Bill X" is a- l,c 
Texas. He is an 
recollections: 



me family friend who resides in Paris, 
esting character. Based on Ricky's 



_ ^ l Bi } 1 *” „ the P acket of photographs, including the 

Oswald backyard photograph , for Roscoe for several years. He 
later returned them to Geneva. C5) 

* Geneva White knew "Bill X" before she knew Roscoe. <6) 

_ * Shortly before the HSCA report was to come out in 1979, 

Bill X" warned Ricky that his father might be implicated in the 
Kennedy assassinat ion . C7> 



* Some people in Paris, Texas think "Bill, X 
Navy intelligence agent. C8) 



,C9) 



X" owns an auto upolstering shop in Paris, Texas. 



I understand Kevin Walsh interviewed "Bill X". He denied the 
Naval intelligence background. He did serve in the regular Navy, 
however. He claims he is often mistaken for a U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agent, who has a similar name. "Bill X" also belives 
Ricky has a rather fertile imagination. 

0ct S ber 25 ' 1962 ' " Bil1 X ” received a commendation from 
the Navy. He saved the life of an infant by applying mouth to 
mouth resuscitation. CIO) This makes it difficult to believe he 
was a "Naval intelligence" operative within a year of this 
event . C 1 1 ) 



CD) Was there a book deal ? 



flKoK < Ye **AK M S 5U *i sn * d _ 3 contract with local author Richard 
Abshire. Abshire did produce a synopsis of the Roscoe White story 
^ io T *° November 1, 1989. C 12) Representatives of the White's 
(including Ricky) met with a Viking/Penguin representative at the 
Melrose Hotel, New York City, in early 1990. The synopsis and 
future book rights were rejected by Viking/Penguin. C13) 

CE) Was there a movie deal ? 

not sure. The JFK Center was working with Oliver Stone. 
On October 12, 1990, the Houston Cronicle reported "Alex Kitman 
Ho (Stone s producer) has a contract with the JFK Assassination 
Information Center .."( 14) The Center's staff were to act as 
consultants to Stone. This doe's not mean they were to provide 
Stone with the White scenario. 

F ootnotes: 
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Summation: 



There were only four people who could shed light on this 
"story". Roscoe White, Geneva White, Reverend Jack Shaw and the 
family friend known as "Bill X". Ricky was three at the time of 
the assassination and about eleven at the time of his father's 
death. As a researcher, I cannot accept childhood recollections 
fact without some documentation. Factual documentation has 
never been presented. 

I sadly report Geneva White died in February, 1991. The list 
is reduced to two. Two who were on the fringes of what' went on 
within the White household during many critical days. We may 
never know. 

I am sure we all would like to see the Kennedy assassi nat i on 
resolved. To date I have found nothing linking Roscoe White to 
that event. I have received little cooperation from Ricky White, 
Matsu or the JFK Assassination Information Center. I must assume 
that is because I could find no supporting evidence. 

Have you ever gone to some social event, and been introduced 
as a Kennedy researcher. If so, what happens ? Some people roll 
their eyes and give you the "here we go again" look. It may be 
because of the sheer volume of sublime to ridiculous "stories" 
they have heard over the years. 

We now have Roscoe Anthony White's name added to the list of 
"grassy knoll" assassins. Unbelievably, Gary Shaw held a press 
conference in May, 1990. Just three months before the Ricky White 
conference. There he named Charles Nicoletti as the "grassy 
knoll" assassin. One reporter, at the White press conference, 
refered to the presentation as "the assassin of the month club". 
We can ill afford this type of publicity if we expect people to 
take us seriously. 

It is our responsibility to properly investigate 
allegations, and let the narratives stand or fall on the merits. 
We should be opening doors not closing them. 



Copyright © 1991 David B. Perry Who Speaks For Roscoe White ? 




